






Porta Switch Creating Service with Multiple Off-Peak Periods
 

Checklist 
Print the following page and use it to check off the operations you have 
completed while performing system setup according to the instructions in 
this chapter. Please be sure to perform all of the operations (all of the 
boxes must be checked), otherwise the service will not work. 
 
The checklist below assumes that you have already configured the basic 
SIP service according to the instructions provided in previous chapters. 
 
 
Operation 

 
Done

Initial configuration  
General and network configuration has already been performed 
according to the instructions in previous chapters. 

[     ] 

Basic SIP service configuration has already been performed 
according to the instructions in previous chapters. 

[     ] 

Rating configuration  
Volume discount plan has already been created according to the 
instructions in previous chapter. 

[     ] 

Create first and second off-peak periods in the tariff. [     ] 
Define different rates for the first and second off-peak periods. [     ] 
Add off-peak discounts to the volume discount plan. [     ] 
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Create Off-Peak Periods in the Tariff 
You can set up second off-peak period by enabling the 
MultiOffPeakPeriod option in the [Tariff] section of porta-
admin.conf (MultiOffPeakPeriod=1). After this option has been enabled, 
define the second off-peak period via the Off-peak period wizard. For 
more information on off-peak periods, please refer to the System Concepts 
chapter of PortaBilling Administrator Guide (the Cost-based Billing 
section). 
 
Off-peak periods are defined per tariff as shown on the sequence of 
screenshots in this section. We will define two off-peak periods: 

 weekends (from the midnight of Saturday until the midnight of 
Monday) as the first off-peak period and  

 night hours (from 9pm until 8am) as the second off-peak period.  
 

1. In the Billing section of the Admin-Index page, choose Tariffs 
and click on the tariff for which you want to set up the off-peak 
periods. 

2. Click on the Off-peak period wizard icon ( ) to summon the 
wizard, which will help you construct the correct period 
definition. 

3. As we are setting weekends as the first off-peak period, click Skip 
on the first page of the wizard (defining hours). Then select 
Weekend in the Day of week box and click Next. Click Skip on 
the following two pages defining Day of month and Month. 
Select one of the three options depending on when you want the 
call to start and/or finish. Click Next. 
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4. Now you need to define the second off-peak period (from 9pm 
until 8am during working days). Press the Add another period 
button. 

5. Select 21 and 00 in the From columns and 08 and 00 in the Until 
columns, then click Next. Click Skip on the following three 
pages. Select one of the three options depending on when you 
want the call to start and/or finish. Click Next.  
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6. Press Finish to finish defining the off-peak periods. 
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7. Now the off-peak periods are visible in the Off-Peak Period 
field, together with their description in the below field. 

8. Click  Save&Close. 

Define Rates for the Off-Peak Periods 
You can define different rates for the off-peak and second off-peak 
periods on the Rates page. Insert prices for the first and second off-peak 
periods into two adjacent fields (0.007 and 0.006 on the screenshot) next 
to the fields where you define first and next intervals for the off-peak 
period:  
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Also, you need to select the special pricer element in the rating formula as 
price per minute instead of price_first/price_next. Click on the Rate 
formula wizard icon ( ), then click the Rating Sequence tab, select 
Interval in the Available box, choose Unlimited in the Count box, 
select Custom and type in 60 sec. in the Duration box and choose Pricer 
in the Price box, then click Include. The new rating sequence will appear 
in the Rating Sequence box. Click  Save&Close: 
 

 
 

 
 
PortaBilling will then check whether the call fits into the main period; if 
so, the pricer will be set to the Off-peak price next value. If the call does 
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not fit into the main off-peak period, then the second off-peak period will 
be checked; if the call fits into this period, pricer will be assigned the Off-
peak price first value. Otherwise, peak rates are applied, and pricer will 
be populated with the value from Price_next. 

Define Discounts for the Off-Peak Periods 
Now we will add different discounts for the off-peak and second off-peak 
periods to the discount plan created in the previous chapter. 
 

1. In the Billing section of the admin interface, choose Volume 
Discount Plans. 

2. Click on the discount plan which you want to edit. 
3. Click on the Discounts tab. 
4. Click the Edit icon for the discount to which you want to add off-

peak discounts: 
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5. Click the  icon in the toolbar to invoke the discount definition 
wizard. There are three tabs where you can define three different 
discounts for the peak, off-peak, and second off-peak periods. 

6. Click the Off-peak Period tab and uncheck the box reading Use 
the same discount scheme as for the peak period. 

7. Press  Add to add a new discount level threshold. Define the 
threshold in the same way as was explained in the section Define 
Discounts within Volume Discount Plan above. 

8. Click on the  icon on the left end of the row to complete 
definition of this discount level. 
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9. Click the 2nd Off-peak Period tab and uncheck the box reading 
Use the same discount scheme as for the off-peak period. 
The 2nd Off-peak Period tab is available only if the 
MultiOffPeakPeriod option is enabled in the [Tariff] section of 
porta-admin.conf. 

10. Press  Add to add a new discount level threshold. Define the 
threshold in the same way as was explained in the section Define 
Discounts within Volume Discount Plan above. 

11. Click on the  icon on the left end of the row to complete 
definition of this discount level. 

12. Click  Save&Close in the toolbar in order to return to the 
Discount Plan screen. 

13. Click the  Save button in the toolbar to save this discount. 
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APPENDIX A.  Cisco GW Setup for PortaSIP 
(COMEDIA) 

sip-ua 
  nat symmetric check-media-src  
 
 
 


